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ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Mark Valenzuela’s work combines paintings, drawings and ceramic sculptures 
and installations. Conflict, anxiety and displacement are recurring themes 
in Valenzuela’s work, which he uses to explore the ways that an individual 
adjusts, conforms and rebels. Over the past decade Valenzuela has exhibited 
widely in his home country of the Philippines and the Asia-Pacific region. He 
has held eight solo exhibitions, two of which were shortlisted for the Ateneo 
Arts Award (2008 and 2012). Most recently, Valenzuela has exhibited 
in Art Stage Singapore 2013 and 2014, the 3rd Jakarta Contemporary 
Ceramic Biennale at the National Gallery of Indonesia, Earth and Fire at the 
Workhouse Arts Center, USA, and Asian Art in London 2014 with One East 
Asia. In 2013, Valenzuela cofounded Boxplot, a flexible arts project aimed 
at providing opportunities for collaboration between Australian and South 
East Asian artists. Valenzuela is represented by Artinformal, Manila.

Pablo K. Capati III’s ceramics practice centers upon the rigorous and demanding 
method of wood-firing pots and sculptures using an anagama or ‘cave’ kiln. 
His forms are simple, strong, and archaic; shapes that aptly display the dance 
and flow of flames and ash throughout their journey through fire. Capati’s 
introduction to ceramics began in Japan where he lived as a teenager.  Later, 
whilst studying Business at the University of Southern California, Capati was 
able to return to ceramics but it was not until 2003 that he became a full 
time potter.  Capati has exhibited widely in the Philippines and participated 
in group exhibitions in China, Thailand, Australia and the USA.  His work is 
held in numerous private collections. Capati is the founder of Tropical Blaze, 
a biannual international wood-firing workshop held at his studio in Batangas 
and supported by the University of the Philippines. 
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(detail, 1 of 8 pieces)
Mark Valenzuela
white stoneware paper clay 
and underglaze pencil
2015

Vessel
Pablo K. Capati III

ash glazed 
stoneware clay

2015



Opposite and above image:
headmotorfingers 
Mark Valenzuela, white stoneware paper clay, blue underglaze and underglaze pencil, 2015

Confused Eggs Pablo K. Capati III, Anagama fired stoneware clay, 2015

Memoirs of Kumachan Pablo K. Capati III, stoneware and refractory bricks, 2015



Memoirs of Kumachan (detail)
Pablo K. Capati III
stoneware and refractory bricks
2015



Hatchling
Pablo K. Capati III

wood-fired Anagama 
and Mahogany

2015



Nesting
Pablo K. Capati III and Mark Valenzuela 
(assisted by Benji Ranada)
stoneware clay, underglazes, ash glazes, twigs and 
ceramic eggs made using various firing processes
2015



Earth shaping, or morphing, or crafting. The process of transforming such a 
fundamental material like earth into a personal and social world is an act, a 
gesture of mediation, a deed worth the toil and the fire of the ceramic medium. 
Here, the “ceramic” is rendered as a real vessel, one that navigates the flux of 
the creative moment as well as its reception upon contact with those who sense 
it. In this scheme, the artist broadens the form through a range of interests from 
memory and sexuality to migration and colonial history.

Terraforming describes the theoretical process of transforming a planet or moon 
by recreating the biosphere of earth thereby making it habitable for humans. 
The exhibition makes use of the term to describe the physical and conceptual 
practice of the participating artists in re-forming the earth and in re-creating 
their own worlds.

The artists have keenly explored the medium and invite us to reconsider our 
expectations of it. They ask us to focus on the ways that materials change from 
state to state and let the aesthetic experience play out along the rhythm of these 
changes as observed in the manifestations on the surface and the conditions 
of their presentation. In other words, they want us to be present in the mutation 
and not merely marvel at a fully wrought object.

What inevitably transpires or appears before us is a formation: a world, an art, 
a gathering on earth.

Patrick Flores

Nesting (detail)
Pablo K. Capati III and Mark Valenzuela 



terraformers
Mark Valenzuela
white stoneware paper clay, underglaze pencil, 
string, stoneware clay and terracotta shards
2015



Jikan (Time)
Pablo K. Capati III 
stoneware eggs and sand
2015



Jikan (Time) (detail)
Pablo K. Capati III 



my kind of grog Mark Valenzuela
stoneware jugs, underglaze pencil, terracotta and stoneware shards, 2015



of the same twigs
(detail)
bisque stoneware paper clay and porcelain
2015
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